Field trip at Annual Meeting 


We rise through the canyon as elusive and 
gregarious creatures. 


We introduce our clans and ourselves so that 
the land knows that its children are speaking. 
This is our house. This is everyone’s house. 
There is no dispute on the facts. 

There is no dispute on the science. 

Still, we are not winning anywhere. 


Our relationships have been entirely too transactional. 


Life has been defined by handshakes lately. 

People that shouldn’t be where they are, hold on to 
each other. It is too late for the perfect solution. 

But it’s a wonderful opportunity wrapped in a horrible 
disaster. 

If this isn’t the moment to change hearts and minds 
permanently, then we will have failed. 

To do this, we’ll need presence, respect, and 
connection. 


We need science and science needs us. 

So I ironed my shirt this morning. 

And I thought, at least I'll look good. And I'll listen 
slowly and hope to see: 

The grandmother in her velvet skirts smelling of 
sagebrush and wood smoke 

Who won’t leave until we know enough 

Until we balance ourselves 

And in these interesting times, find and do the work 
with you, who are my fire keepers in this, our 
ceremony. 


With gratitude to Marissa, Deon, and all the wonderful 
speakers who, over the course of the four days of the annual 
members meeting in Flagstaff, delivered these wise lines. 
Special thanks to Lisa Weinstein, Turner Foundation, who 
with me, shaped this closing poem. 


pram oka 


Lynn Lohr, 
Executive Director (through October 31, 2017) 


Deon Ben, Marissa Nuyayestewa, Natasha Hale, 
Duane Koyawena, in Flagstaff. 


PT 
y 


BIODIVERSITY 
Funders Group 


TOGETHER WITH NATURE 


ANNUAL 
REPORT 


2017 


Dear fellow members, 


It’s so difficult to write frankly about 2017 without conveying an 
underlying sense of despair. Even the most earnest fighters in our 
merry band of biodiversity funders seem daunted in the face of 
these most challenging attacks on US public lands, waters, and 
bedrock laws. Those funding in the international sphere face 
different hurdles—indeed the lives of those on the frontlines are 
quite literally at stake. 


So what to do? How do we keep on, when the threats are so great 
and the solutions seem so elusive? How to move forward when 
the rules of the game change daily, if they’re observed even at all? 
We do what we do best—we learn, we adapt, we modify, we dig 
in. We meet the urgency of the demands, but we don’t cut comers. 
Whether we’re trying to defend against the latest attack on the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge or honor the Paris Climate 
Agreement, we make sure that local voices are heard, that diverse 
messengers are on the team, that the facts are sound, and that the 
resources are distributed strategically. 


Thanks to outgoing BFG Executive Director, Lynn Lohr, we’ve not 
had to face any of these challenges alone. Lynn connected us to 
each other, through tendrils of mutual interest that were sometimes 
revealed subtly. Other times, Lynn knocked our heads together, 
quite unsubtly, to make sure an important connection wasn’t 
overlooked. 


Thank you, Lynn, with your leadership we’re well equipped to 
stand up for biodiversity in 2018—together. 


Honored to be your board president, 


(JV 


Lisa Jaguzny 

CEO 

Campion Foundation 

Biodiversity Funders Group Board President 


P.S. Make sure you see the last page of this report for good news 
as we head into 2018! 


Convenings 


2017 was a year of collaboration, collective effort, and constant change. 


March: Land and Freshwater Conservation, Washington, DC 

“This had real meat, was well-designed, and felt like solutions. Good interesting questions from the crowd.” 

“Feeling like I am not in this alone, having access to smart presenters.” 

“Getting real, focused information about what is happening in Washington and how NGOs are preparing. With our board asking 
many of these questions of staff, I finally have some answers!” 


March: Designing the Next Economy for People and the Planet, Boston, MA 
“Expanded way of thinking about issues and challenges in my work, which are very narrowly focused on climate.” 
“Meeting funders I don’t normally communicate with. Stimulating intellectually.” 


March: Gulf of California & Mexico Funders Meeting, San Francisco, CA 
“Networking. It is what keeps the collaborations strong.” 
“It was my first time attending, so it was valuable networking and learning more about key players and issues in Baja.” 


April: Marine Conservation Program Meeting, San Francisco, CA 

“Meeting colleagues that I’ve been emailing for years without any face to face contact. Key relationship-building event.” 

“This was my first CGBD meeting and I was deeply impressed with how well you ran the meeting and managed the many personalities 
in the room. Well done!” 


April: Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in Environmental Philanthropy In-Person Training 
“T really valued learning about DEI work ongoing at other foundations. I made connections that will be useful for future work.” 
“This was incredibly helpful and encouraging.” 


April: Climate and Energy Funders Group Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA 

“T always find CEFG annual meetings to be extremely informative of the most pressing issues and trends facing the environmental 
community, and how funders should be and are responding in any given year.” 

“Very high quality content and a fascinating mix of speakers/approaches.” 


May: Funders of the Amazon Basin Annual Meeting, Bogota, Colombia 
“Our meeting was a well-attended, strategy-advancing opportunity to meet together in the Andes Amazon region.” 
“As always, the annual meeting was a great event and very helpful for our work.” 


June: CGBD Annual Meeting, Flagstaff, AZ 

“T am grateful to be participating and feel motivated by the willingness of staff, organizers, and the group to have difficult but 
important conversations.” 

“Great organizing as always. Appeared seamless which is always a good sign.” 

“Great hotel, amazing retreat, once again you have all managed to mobilize over 100 of us, safely, and always with a smile on your 
faces. You are all amazing!” 


July: Midwest Climate and Energy Funders Group Meeting, Minneapolis, MN 
“Tt was a great discussion!” 


October: Northeast Climate and Energy Funders Meeting, New York, NY 

Co-sponsored with Environmental Grantmakers Association 
“Hearing from the private and public sectors on their continued high level of ambition for climate and clean energy progress, in the 
absence of federal leadership.” 
“Tt is so important to get face to face time with people that I normally only email and am on calls with. Also getting more exposure to 
environmental justice work happening in the region.” 


November: Midwest Water Summit, Minneapolis, MN 

Co-sponsored with Confluence Philanthropy 
“_,.one big challenge is bridging between what foundations and other investors want...” 
“[ This is] where these vital conversations are happening....” 
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“A wonderful meeting.... 
Really good energy all the 
way around and I thought 
[we] really generated some 
good ideas to get us 
through and move us 


forward in these difficult 


times.” 


Enjoying the Museum of Northern Arizona. Photo by Jon Jensen 


NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


In each of its programs, in 2016, the CGBD worked to live up to the conclusions drawn from a survey of member foundation 
representatives conducted by Spitfire Communications as they assisted in the 2017 Branding Initiative: “The focused approach to 
collaboration with [staffs] guided support to share expertise and perspectives allows funders to build productive, long-lasting 
relationships.” 
¢ The CGBD became the Biodiversity Funders Group after an exploration into core qualities and strengths. Members consistently 
found the organization to be “trustworthy,” “collaborative,” “insightful,” and “lively,” among other attributes. 
¢ The Marine Conservation Program hosted its largest annual meeting ever, with more than 70 grantmakers in attendance and 
Good or Excellent ratings from all attendees. 
¢ The Marine Conservation Program continued to support the Foundation Center's development of FundingtheOccean.org. an 
online knowledge hub designed to track, inform and inspire ocean conservation philanthropy. 
¢ Climate and Energy Funders Group hosted two funder strategy meetings around how to support the pushback by businesses, cities, and 
states against the federal pull out from Paris, including the We Are Still In Campaign and the California Climate Summit. 
¢ CEFG launched two new Workgroups, one on Carbon Pricing and a Midwest Climate and Energy Funders Group. 
¢ Funders of the Amazon Basin convened its annual meeting in Bogota, and heard from regional experts regarding territory, 
indigenous rights, and conservation issues in the context of the Colombian peace process. 
¢ The Environmental Defenders Fund launched in January, will close 2017 having made 26 grants totaling over $600,000 
to activists, networks, and advocates in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 
¢ The Land & Freshwater Conservation Program hosted its annual meeting in Washington, DC, helping grantmakers to 
assess the threats to public lands management and bedrock environmental laws. 
¢ The Land & Freshwater Conservation Program co-sponsored the Midwest Water Summit (with Confluence Philanthropy) 
convening the country's leading water investors to discuss pressing issue and impact investing opportunities. 


ANNUAL MEETING 


Record-breaking temperatures in Phoenix and fires in the hills along Interstate 17 did not deter CGBDers from making their way to 
Flagstaff for the 2017 Annual Members Meeting, June 19 to 22, 2017. 


Folks kayaked the Verde River, climbed mountain trails, rallied for scientists, and respectfully challenged each other in a series of 
thought-provoking sessions, arising from the theme, “Challenging Ourselves in Challenging Times.” Academies on movement building, 
defense of environmental gains and environmental defenders, and ways to diversify the conservation field, among other offerings, 
received particularly high ratings from attendees, as did sessions on the defense of science and the entwined needs of conservation and 
climate change mitigation. 


Preferring to look around and ahead than backwards, grantmakers paused briefly in the business meeting to note some of the highlights of 
the past 30 years in a video assembled by former staffer Josh Wait, culled from the photo files of member photographers, especially Jon 
Jensen and Steve Whitney. 


The group welcomed new directors to the board, Aileen Lee, Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, and Alan Holt, Margaret A. Cargill 
Philanthropies. The membership thanked board treasurer Jen Sokolove for her service as she moved from the Compton Foundation to the 
Water Foundation. In a special tribute at the Museum of Northern Arizona, longtime member Cecily Kihn, Agua Foundation, was 
honored. 


For the third year in a row, annual meeting planning committee members collected memorable lines in a closing poem that opens this 
annual report. Thank you to the AMPC 2017 for all their efforts: Co-chairs Barry Gold and Renu Saini, Walton Family Foundation; 
Board Liaison Lisa Weinstein, Turner Foundation; Shelley Shreffler, Margaret A. Cargill Foundation; Charly Moore, J. M. Kaplan Fund; 
Sacha Spector, Doris Duke Charitable Foundation; and Chad English, David and Lucile Packard Foundation. 


A survey that reported on current funding of science and defense of science within the membership drew particular attention at the 
meeting and will help provide the basis for 2018 work in the Conservation Science Program and across the organization. 
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Annual Meeting Field Trips. Photos by Jon Jensen, Dave Secord. 


INTERNATIONAL CONNECTIONS 


The group continues to promote activities to keep environmentalists safe and civil society open. Three granting rounds have been held and 
approximately $600,000 was disbursed in 2017 from the Environmental Defenders Fund that is housed at RSF Social Finance. An 
academy at the Flagstaff Annual Members meeting attracted new donors to the Fund. The Fund in its first year has grown to ten 
foundations pooling support to aid land and water protectors. 


Chile Funders met in Laguna Beach in early April in a meeting hosted by the Marisla Foundation. They identified sub-groups and leads 
for each sub-group. The Chile Funders met together in Flagstaff in June. All sub-groups but one met by conference call in 2017, most of 
them several times. 


Co-chair Don Weeden organized a call for early September highlighting Harvey Locke and Eric Dinerstein under the following subject, 
Ecoregions, Nature Needs Half, a Global Deal for Nature, and a Solution to Prevent the Sixth Great Extinction. Interest in the webinar 

included requests for the recording of the presentation from Canadian Environmental Grantmakers Network (CEGN) and the Australian 
Environmental Grantmakers Network (AEGN). 


CLIMATE AND ENERGY FUNDERS GROUP (CEFG) 


CEFG held its largest Annual Meeting yet, in San Francisco April 12-14, with 149 funders attending. The meeting focused on four key 
themes: clean energy the unstoppable force; momentum in states and regions; defending bedrock policies; and embracing a new era in 
strategic communications. CEFG continues to convene a number of workgroups: Powering the Future, Energy Efficiency; and three new 
groups: Midwest Climate and Energy Funding, Carbon Pricing and Federal Defense. 


The Midwest Climate and Energy Funders Workgroup and invited funders convened in-person on July 20. The McKnight Foundation in 
Minneapolis hosted. 


CEFG held two strategy meetings on Maximizing SubNational responses in support of the Paris Agreement, in San Francisco and New 
York to coordinate funder support and strategy for the various threads. 


Climate and energy funders convened in New York on October 11 for a Northeast Regional Meeting co-sponsored with the 
Environmental Grantmakers Association to discuss the regional transformation of the electrical system, addressing the systemic 
approach to electrifying everything on clean sources, including transportation 


CEFG also co-sponsored a November convening on Climate, Equity, and Health along with the Health and Environmental Funders 
Network and a number of other affinity groups. The meeting took place in Detroit. 


CEFG held webinars on Resistance and Resilience Strategy of the Climate Movement, Climate and Energy Funder Responses to 
Challenging Times, A Biodiversity Funders Group-wide webinar series, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in Environmental 
Philanthropy: How to Get Started, co-hosted with InDeep; Building a Movement of Scientist-Constituents; Financing Community 
Solar; Diversifying Your Portfolio, Funding Through the Lens of Social Justice, Truck and Bus Electrification, Communicating 
Climate Impacts. A monthly news digest highlights subjects of interest to funders. 
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Marine Conservation Program Meeting 


MARINE CONSERVATION PROGRAM 


The Marine Conservation Program convened its annual meeting on March 20 - 23 at the Golden Gate Club in San Francisco with 72 
funders attending. Sessions on this year’s program included: What’s New in Ocean Philanthropy; Ocean Portal; Supporting Science as 
a Tool for Change; Opportunities and Threats in a New Administration; Responses to Climate Change; Integrating Considerations for 
Social Justice into Marine Conservation Grantmaking; Human Trafficking, Slavery and Seafood. In addition, attendees participated in 
a field trip to the California Academy of Sciences. 


With the support of members of the Marine Conservation Program, the Foundation Center created a dynamic, web-based knowledge 
portal to track and inspire ocean conservation efforts around the world. By making a mapping application, knowledge center of 
research reports, and case studies publicly available with a sophisticated cloud-based platform for engagement on the back end, this 
web portal will serve as a free resource for everyone interested in saving our oceans. Updates on the development of the Ocean Portal 
occurred through a webinar on March 16 and during the Program’s annual meeting in San Francisco. 


In March, Meg Caldwell, David and Lucile Packard Foundation and Terry Tamminen and Justin Winters, Leonardo DiCaprio 
Foundation, provided an update of great interest to ocean (and climate) funders. The two foundations co-hosted a meeting of West 
Coast-based ocean experts to respond to a visit by Peter Thomson, the president of the United Nations General Assembly. He was the 
architect of the UN Ocean Conference. This webinar helped grantmakers learn how they and their grantees could be involved or share 
how they were already involved with this important process. 


At the Program annual meeting in March, a well-received session on grantmaking opportunities and challenges in a new federal 
administration was convened. Interest in the topic was significant enough to warrant the Program continuing to sponsor ongoing 
discussion among members. To foster such discussion, the Program hosted a series of Marine Conservation Federal Policy Update 
webinars throughout the year. 


LAND AND FRESHWATER PROGRAM 


On March, 1-2, the Program hosted a two-day meeting in Washington, DC for grantmakers interested in federal conservation policy and 
management during the first year of the new federal Administration. This briefing followed directly upon the Environmental 
Grantmakers Association’s Federal Policy Briefing. During the meeting, grantmakers mapped strategies and timelines for how they 
could work together on a core agenda to secure important victories for natural resource protection. In addition, the meeting hosted a 
reception for grantmakers and environmental NGO leaders. 


In late April, the Program hosted a webinar on The First 100 Days: Federal Land Protections and Bedrock Environmental 
Laws. What’s the Status? What’s in Store? Christy Goldfuss, Vice President of Energy and Environment Policy at the Center for 
American Progress, walked webinar participants through the imminent threats to conservation gains. Christy also provided up-to-the 
minute recommendations as to how funders might appropriately engage on education around these issues. 


In July, the Program hosted a webinar providing an overview of the Wildlife Conservation Society Climate Adaptation Fund’s 
efforts to create a paradigm shift in conservation, from business-as-usual projects to science-driven approaches designed to achieve 
long-term adaptation goals for ecosystems and species. Finally, in September, the Program co-hosted a webinar to discuss current 
national threats to the quality of the nation's fresh water used for drinking and recreating. Additionally, information was shared on 
how the Clean Water for All Campaign is building a movement around clean water. 


On November 6-8, in partnership with Confluence Philanthropy, the Program co-hosted the Midwest Water Summit: Investing for 
Equity and Sustainability. The Midwest Water Summit was a conference for philanthropies and investors interested in making an 
impact on water issues. Last year, Confluence and BFG members, partners, and resource experts explored how philanthropy and 
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private investment can play a critical role in transformation of the West’s water system by supporting policy innovations and 
investment in new water infrastructure. This year, the focus expanded towards the Midwest and the Mississippi watershed, and since 
water impacts everything, focused as much on environmental concerns as social equity. Topics ranged from farmland water 
management to Flint's lead contamination crisis, and indigenous land rights to urban development. 


GULF OF CALIFORNIA AND MEXICO FUNDERS PROGRAM 


The 2017 annual meeting was held in San Francisco, at the Golden Gate Club in March. This year’s agenda included a Funder 
Roundabout; a keynote discussion with the former director of Mexico’s protected areas agency and a journalist; a conservation news 
recap by staff; a briefing on a major new Mexico biodiversity assessment; a series of mini-briefings on selected topics, and an in-depth 
panel on various projects and programs to address capacity-building in the field, whether through training for organizational 
effectiveness for grantee NGOs, improving governance of key partners in the field like fishing cooperatives, or a leadership 
development approach. 


In addition to preparing an annual online survey for Mexico grantmaking as usual, staff prepared a pilot project to display individual 
grants using Google Maps as a base. 


BFG staff continued to work with funders and grantees based in Mexico to assemble a coordinated program - as well as funding support 
- for an updated and more strategic training and capacity-building for grantees on security, including digital security. 


FUNDERS OF THE AMAZON BASIN 


This Program held its annual meeting in May in Bogota, Colombia. The agenda included hearing from local experts regarding free, 
prior and informed consent (FPIC) and sustainable conservation financing in the Amazon Basin, and post-peace accord territorial 
planning in Colombia. A partners’ meeting with relevant stakeholders was organized at the offices of Parques Nacionales in Bogota in 
conjunction with the FAB annual meeting. The group heard first-hand context reports pertaining to a collaborative grantmaking effort 
for expansion and consolidation of Chiribiquete National park, Colombia in a region of interest to one FAB’s work groups. 


FAB conference calls take place monthly and focus on topics that were determined at the annual meeting. Two webinars were produced 
in 2017 including one on changing political contexts in Latin America, possible future scenarios and how they may affect FAB member 
foundations funding strategies and potential threats to grantees’ work. Additionally, an informative webinar from two representatives 
of RIASG (A social-environmental network that focuses on geospatial representation of the Amazon Basin, especially regarding 
indigenous people’s territories and tenure) took place in September. A twice-monthly news digest is distributed. 


A survey was sent to members regarding what success looks like in their infrastructure portfolio and how each program 
measures/reports on success to their board. The group had two calls regarding strategies and success and evaluation metrics opening the 
possibility of future calls and a dedicated work group. 


HORIZON COMMITTEE 


A group of members most interested in new economy issues including Leslie Harroun, Andrea Moffatt, and Aileen Lee have stayed in 
the lead on this. Staff, especially Albert Buixadé Farré, assisted with a briefing hosted by those three members. Designing the Next 
Economy for People and the Planet, was held March 29-30, at the Babson Conference Center in the Boston area. Twenty-five funders 
were in attendance. The organizers, led by Leslie Harroun, are developing a list of follow-up activities. 


The second annual book club took place in Flagstaff. Led by Jessica Brown, New England Biolabs Foundation, the group considered 
Arlie Hochschild’s Strangers in their Own Land, Anger and Mourning on the American Right, and the dystopian classic, Huxley’s 
Brave New World. 


On November 2 Biodiversity Funders Group bid farewell to Executive Director of 15 years Lynn Lohr. 


Shauna O’Donnell, Lynn with Eleni Sotos and Jennie Curtis, Garfield Foundation. William Hull. Anita Bowen Photography. 


Photos from 2017 activities. 


CONSERVATION SCIENCE PROGRAM 


Co-chair Chad English of the David and Lucile Packard Foundation served on the 2017 Annual Meeting Program Committee, 
providing a conservation science perspective and focus to the meeting planning process. 


In late May, members were asked to participate in a survey to quickly gather a snapshot of each member's support of science/research, 
including traditional ecological knowledge and evidence-based decision-making for a strategy session at the Annual Meeting in 


Flagstaff. The aggregated findings may help all grantmakers consider complementary and cooperative work in support of 
science/research. 


At the 2017 Annual Meeting, the closing session was a Rally for Science and Scientists. If science holds such potential to help Society 
grapple with contention and complexity, why is an evidence-based approach up for argument? Do we need a makeover or a revolution 
to right the course? Conference attendees heard from the heroes of data rescue, the voices from the March for Science, and the citizen 


scientists who get up early and stay up late for bird counts and clean bays. Grantmakers found out what collaborations are already 
underway. 


University of San Francisco graduate student Alexandra Gonzalez spent the summer of 
2017 as an intern. According to Alexandra, 

“As a graduate student at USF, I research how endangered species are threatened by 
anthropogenic causes. Although I have always been passionate about species 
conservation, I struggled in identifying a career in this area. Through this internship, I’ve 
been exposed to environmental philanthropy, corporate responsibility, international 
politics and more. My time at CGBD has been the most impactful experience of my career 
and has shaped my future endeavors. Thank you to the amazing staff of CGBD for my 
professional development and the unforgettable summer experience. ” 
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In December Alex will begin a new role as Program Associate with the Marine 
Microbiology Initiative of the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation. 
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FAB Meeting in Colombia, New Economy Meeting, Gulf of California Meeting. 


HIGHLIGHTS OF BIODIVERSITY FUNDERS GROUP PLANS FOR 2018 


Annual Meeting Planning Committee (AMPC 2018) 
Committee Co-Chairs: Jaune Evans, Tamalpais Trust 

Eric Co, Harold K.L. Castle Foundation 
Board Liaison: Alan Holt, Margaret A. Cargill Foundation 


AMPC members met in Kona in early October to plan the 2018 Annual Members Meeting, a process that will continue through a series of 
conference calls right up until the meeting itself, June 11-14, 2018 at the Sheraton Kona Resort at Keauhou Bay, Island of Hawaii. A 
plethora of topics and field trip options present themselves to the planners, given the area’s rich biodiversity, its leadership on renewable 
energy, its position in the Pacific, and its culture and history. Academy offerings for Monday, June 11 and plans for a post-meeting field 
trip the afternoon of June 14, mean that “shoulder” dates are also being held at the conference rates so funders can extend their stay. 
Registration information will go out in early March. 


Marine Conservation Program 


Program Co-Chairs: Heather Ludemann, David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
Christy Loper, Educational Foundation of America 
Board Liaison: Imani Fairweather-Morrison, Oak Foundation 


The Program will host its annual meeting in Annapolis, Maryland, March 26-29. The agenda will cover a wide range of global 
conservation issues including: building respectful partnerships and indigenous work; ocean governance; marine conservation 
campaigns and advocacy; and storytelling and media. In addition to formal programs, attendees will have multiple opportunities to 
meet in smaller groups to discuss collaborative strategies to advance marine conservation in particular regions. 


The Program will continue to support the development of FundingtheOcean.org, a partnership with the Foundation Center. 
FundingtheOcean.org is an online knowledge hub designed to track, inform and inspire ocean conservation philanthropy. The goal is 
to centralize and provide access to critical information needed by ocean funders and conservationists grappling with an increasingly 
complex landscape while working to improve the condition of the ocean, its inhabitants, and the livelihoods that depend on it. 


Finally, the Program will convene a series of webinars for members on a wide range of marine conservation issues. In particular, the 
Program will host bi-monthly webinars on US ocean federal policy and management issues, with an eye to improving coordination 


among grantmakers interested in these important issues. 


Climate and Energy Funders Group (CEFG) 


Program Co-Chairs: Erin Rogers, Hewlett Foundation 
Ed Miller, Joyce Foundation 
Board Liaison: Jorgen Thomsen, MacArthur Foundation 


The 2018 Annual Meeting will be held in Miami, April 16-18, and will focus on resilience, bipartisan support for clean energy, climate 
justice, and the leadership of cities, states and regions. We are exploring an experiential learning component as well, given the 
vulnerability and impact of climate change in south Florida. 
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CEFG will continue to support the Energy Efficiency Work Group, Midwest Climate and Energy Funders, and a Carbon Pricing Work 
Group. The latter serves funders zeroing in on issues ranging from energy efficiency to distributed solar in a transition to a new 
business model that incentivizes saving energy, using clean energy sources, and modernizing the grid. The Midwest funders are 
focusing on bipartisan clean energy support, renewable siting, and communication. Staff will continue to pursue regional convenings 
and roundtables. 


CEFG will support logistics and programming around two global convenings — the California Global Climate Summit, in San 
Francisco in September and the UNFCCC COP 24 December 3-14. 


CEFG will finalize and release the 2017 Climate and Energy Survey. The survey offers a snapshot of relative funding and data 
collection dating back to 2002. CEFG will also hold broad learning webinars and compile a monthly update of relevant articles 
and happenings in an online newsletter. 


Land and Freshwater Conservation Program 
Program Co-Chair: Gary Knoblock, S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation 
Board Liaison: Denise Joines, Wilburforce Foundation 


Proceeding from two freshwater briefings in 2016 and the Midwest Water Summit in November, staff will continue to support 
coordination and collaboration with Biodiversity Funders Group members and with other associations of grantmakers. 


On February 28 — March 1, the Program will hold its annual Washington, DC briefing, focusing on federal lands 
policies/management and defense of bedrock environmental laws. Land and Freshwater grantmakers will continue the discussion of 
cooperative and collaborative projects to protect public and private lands and watersheds. 


The Program will continue to coordinate collaborative efforts among grantmakers concerned with U.S. environmental and natural 
resource policy and management issues. The Program will continue to address threats to the Endangered Species Act, the Clean 
Water Act and other bedrock laws and regulations. 


Conservation Science Program 


Program Co-Chairs: Charlotte Hudson, Pew Charitable Trusts 
Chad English, David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
Board Liaison: Lisa Weinstein, Turner Foundation 


This crosscutting Program continues to keep science on the agenda of program meetings and the Annual Meeting. 


In 2018, the Program will expand upon the survey conducted before the annual meeting, helping grantmakers explore complementary 
and cooperative work in support of science/research, including traditional ecological knowledge and evidence-based decision-making. 


Throughout the year, the Program will look for opportunities to host webinars on conservation science-related subjects. The Program 
may also host a multi-day meeting of grantmakers who have particularly strong interest in conservation science issues. 


Gulf of California and Mexico Funders 


Program Co-Chairs: Gaby Anaya, David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
Sara Lowell, Marisla Foundation 
Board Liaison: Sergio Knaebel, Sandler Foundation 


Planning is underway for the next meeting of the Gulf of California and Mexico Funders Group, which is planned for mid-July 2018 in 
Mexico City. This will offer the group a chance to connect with new funder colleagues in Mexico, and to consider conservation and 
environment implications of the country’s July 2018 Presidential election. 


Program staff is also working with members of the group on a second phase effort to support personal and digital security efforts among 


grantees and grantee community partners in Mexico. This will be a collaborative effort among the group and other interested funder allies to 
engage with a rapidly deteriorating security situation for environmental leaders in Mexico. Webinars and biweekly newsletters will continue. 
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Chile Funders at April meeting and the Gulf of California Meeting. 


Funders of the Amazon Basin 


Program Co-Chairs: Traci Romine, Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 
Avecita Chicchon, Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation 
Board Liaison: Sam Passmore, Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 


As the Program begins its third year housed at the Biodiversity Funders Group, plans are underway for an annual meeting in 
early May in Lima, Peru. This may include partner meetings and presentations and a site visit to other parts of Peru. 


Participating funders share updates, plans and regional expertise through monthly calls and periodic webinars. A number of focus 
groups are under formation to allow small group discussion and exploration on relevant geographies, like the Tapajos Basin of Brazil, 
and thematic work such as Protected Areas strategies, Permanent Funding Mechanisms, and Infrastructure Evaluation Metrics. 


International Connections Committee 


Program Co-Chairs: Don Weeden, Weeden Foundation 
Jaune Evans, Tamalpais Trust 
Board Liaison: Jorgen Thomsen, MacArthur Foundation 


With administrative support from RSF Social Finance and consultant Alison Wright leading grantmaking, the pooled fund 
closed the year with 26 grants made to activists, networks, and advocates in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. These grants span 
the spectrum of BFG’s Protect, Prevent, Reveal, Redress strategy, providing both urgent response support for defender 
networks and targeted campaign and litigation funding. The funding begins 2018 with $700,000 available for grantmaking. 
Chile Funders will meet in that country in early April 2018 and continue their sub-group activities throughout the year. 

As an active participant in IUCN and WINGS, the Program will update members on international issues. 


With the 2018 Annual Meeting set for Hawaii, outreach to Asian philanthropists is part of the plan. 


Horizon Committee 


Program Co-Chairs: Christina Kinney, William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
Alan Holt, Margaret A. Cargill Foundation 
Board Liaison: Lisa Jaguzny, Campion Foundation 


This committee’s function is to “look over the horizon” at issues that might not yet have landed in member portfolios but may soon 
affect their work. With new co-chairs for 2018, stay tuned for new activities. 


Information Technology and Communications 
Staff will continue to hone in on digital security practices, and develop digital infrastructure, including enhancements of network 


capabilities. 


The Leadership Team Retreat of Biodiversity Funders Group’s board, staff, and co-chairs. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Lisa Jaguzny, President 
Executive Director 
Campion Foundation 


Sergio Knaebel, Vice President 
Grant Director 
Sandler Foundation 


Lisa Weinstein, Treasurer 
Senior Program Officer 
Turner Foundation 


Imani Fairweather-Morrison, Secretary 
Programme Officer 

Oak Foundation 

Denise Joines 

Senior Program Officer 

Wilburforce Foundation 


Cristina Kinney 
Program Associate 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 


Sam Passmore 
Program Director 
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 


Jorgen Thomsen 

Director 

MacArthur Foundation 

Aileen Lee 

Chief Program Officer 

Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation 
Alan Holt 

Program Director 

Margaret A. Cargill Foundation 


a 


Annual Meeting Planning Committee for 2018 


L-R Top row: Sybil Ackerman-Munson, The Lazar 
Foundation; David Farren, Gaylord and Dorothy 
Donnelley Foundation; Sara Lowell, Marisla 
Foundation. Middle row: Alan Holt, Margaret A. 
Cargill Foundation; Jaune Evans, Tamalpais Trust; 
Eric Co, Harold K.L. Castle Foundation. Bottom 
row: Keiko Kehoe, The Brainerd Foundation; Terry 
George, Harold K.L. Castle Foundation; Rachel 
Strader, Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation. 


See you in Kona Hawaii, June 11-14, 2018! 


Welcome New Biodiversity Funders Group Executive Director Judy Hatcher! 


Judy Hatcher will join the BFG in January 2018 as our new Executive Director. Judy has a rich 
background in philanthropy and in nonprofit advocacy, management and training. She was first 
introduced to philanthropy while on the staff of the Crossroads Fund, in Chicago; a few years later she 
led the national grantmaking program at the Funding Exchange, in New York. Most recently, Judy was 
executive director of Pesticide Action Network (PAN) North America, which organizes support to 
minimize chemicals in industrial agriculture and to transform the food system worldwide. 


Judy, who has served on the boards of directors of the National Committee for Responsive Philanthropy, the Black Philanthropic 
Alliance and other funder institutions, is currently vice-chair of the Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation. Judy also serves on the 
boards of Commonweal in Bolinas, California, and Coming Clean, a national environmental health and justice collaborative. A 
graduate of Northwestern University, Judy has certificates in nonprofit leadership from Naropa University, Rockwood Leadership 
Institute, and the East Bay Meditation Center. 
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